Maria Elena Guzman

71 Hell Hollow Road

675-2014

Map/Lot # 261/7

Permit # 2012-78

12x16 tree house

No residential occupancy, no electric or water

01-06-13    1:05PM

Rick,
 

I can look at whatever is completed in March, so continue.

The list is a general list and based upon the project some inspections are not needed.

 

 

Dave

01-06-13    12:40PM

Dave,
    

    Wanted to touch base with you about our project @ 71 hell hollow. 

    I received some paperwork from Maria about the required inspections. I have been working at the site last week framing and was curious about the stipulations regarding the foundation inspections. The front half of our structure is perched between two trees. The back half however is resting on posts atop 8" x 4' concrete sono-tubes installed last fall. They are mostly backfilled (within 6" of the top) and I plan to bring the grade to the top of the cement in the spring. I'm not sure how much of this you will need to verify for the inspections.

    Also, there will be no plumbing or electric in the structure. The plan for Phase 1 is to frame, install windows, doors, and siding, and roof, and then a pause in the project before tackling the deck, railing and interiors. Let me know when you would like to see where we are at and we can schedule. 

    Thank you,

    Rick Hazelton

    RMI Custom Carpentry    

2-18-12
Permit 2012-78, 71 Hell Hollow. I received another email from Marie wanting to know where specifically it stated that she needed a permit as she was reading the zoning requirements online. I didn't bring my zoning book, but I looked on line and I couldn't find out where it was written, although I know it was there when I first received a copy and read it cover to cover.


I replied to Marie that it was in there and I also told her the IRC (Building Code) specified a permit required for structures of 200 square feet or larger. Her tree house is 192 square feet not counting the deck area. I also told her most tree houses were usually very small structures for children.

The contractor said there would be windows, no plumbing or electrical.

Time 1.0

12-18-12   12:09PM

Marie

I don't have the zoning book with me, but if you go to the town hall they have hard copy and also the International residential code, if you
look in the table of contents for Permits required, you will find out that permits are required for structures 200 sq ft or larger but the town 

is 64 sq ft. Your structure not counting the deck is 192 sq ft.

 

I hope this help.

 

Dave

12-18-12    10:19AM

Dave

Thank you for partially answering my question. 
It is possible that I did not make myself clear when I requested the specifics to the zoning ordinance so I could check it out for myself.
 I found the link on the town website: www.plainfieldnh.org/Documents/Ordinance10.pdf
But what is the page or section number where the information appears. The zoning ordinance is a 73-page document. As building inspector, you are quite familiar with the details. Please point out exactly where you found the information that forms the basis for your response.  I need to verify that it is indeed correct to avoid another incident like the one with Halleran. I thought his action serious enough to meet with the selectmen to make them aware about it. Unfortunately, this group is ineffective and condones careless mistakes.

I will eventually read, from cover to cover, this document to become fully informed on these building-related regulations. 


From: davejosie@juno.com
Date: Tue, 18 Dec 2012 03:42:33 +0000
To: meguzman75@hotmail.com
Subject: Re: tree-house at 71 Hell Hollow Road

Marie,

12-17-12   4:34PM

Michelle Marsh requested that I write you regarding my question. Where in the local town codes does it specifically state the permit requirements for a tree-house? What are the state and local ordinances on tree-houses/accessory buildings (not sheds) without plumbing or electricity? Please send the links to the website. I have to verify the information and double check that this is the procedure followed by all and not just me. 

On a previous occasion, I was given erroneous information by Halleran on replacement windows. He insisted that I get a permit for the windows when in fact, I did not need one. I still don't know why the town office administrator would purposely steer me in the wrong direction. It's a bit disconcerting to have this happen. I am quite leery now. 'Fool me once, shame on you; fool me twice, shame on me'.  Just wondering who else this has happened to and if it is a regular occurrence?

Let me know if the drawings/sketches were what you were expecting. 

Wish it...Dream it...Do it...
Maria Elena Guzman
P O Box 16, Plainfield, NH 03781 
meguzman75@hotmail.com
603-675-2014
12-17-12    3:39PM

Dave

Is it okay to go ahead and process the application for Wednesday night?
Stephen Halleran
Town Administrator
12-17-12    3:25PM

I looked at the plans, all except the interior as my computer didn't recognize the file type.
 

When I asked the contractor if he had plans, he said yes, so I asked for them.

 

Marie needs to know that the size of the tree-house required the permit since it is a shed

except in the  trees.

 

 

Dave

1
12-17-12   10:42AM

Marie,
 

The town zoning requires permit for sheds 8x8 or greater. Since your structure is

greater than 8x8 it would require a permit. Most tree houses I have seen

are smaller structures that are a playhouse for children.

 

I hope that answers your question.

 

David H Lersch

Plainfield Building Inspector

 

Steve
12-13-12
Permit-2012-78, 71 Hell Hollow. Received email forwarded by Town Hall from Marie Guzman regarding a permit for a tree house. She was not sure she needed a permit. I called the contractor and requested some detail regarding the tree house. He said he had plans and would get them to me.


He said it was going to be built against a steep hillside and would be about 8' high on the front side and would be supported partially by trees. 


Time 0.2

12-13-12    3:24PM

Steve

Do to its size of greater than 8x8, required for sheds per zoning, it should have a permit.
I will need to see some detailed drawings as to height, layout, supports, etc. to make sure it is safe.

It will alos need railings if above 30" above ground. I will call the contractor and ask him some questions.

The additional information should be received and reviewed prior to approval.

 

 

Dave

 

12-13-12
Permit-2012-78, 71 Hell Hollow. Received email forwarded by Town Hall from Marie Guzman regarding a permit for a tree house. She was not sure she needed a permit. I called the contractor and requested some detail regarding the tree house. He said he had plans and would get them to me.


He said it was going to be built against a steep hillside and would be about 8' high on the front side and would be supported partially by trees. 


Time 0.2

12-13-12    1:35PM

Dave
 

I hope your trip is going well.  Sunny, but cold here.
 

Please review this permit application and contact, as necessary contractor Rick Hazelton 790-8025 about whether or not a permit is necessary and if so what additional details you need prior to okaying the application.
 

We certainly have many kid tree houses in town that never got a permit and frankly if we don't need a permit for this thing that's fine.  It is big, it is elevated and if we need to permit it the bar for code compliance could be rather high.  See what you can find out from Rich and let me know how you wish to proceed. I could not find much about tree houses in the code book.
 

 Steve

 

 03-28-13
Permit 2012-78, 71 Hell Hollow Road. Met with Maria to look over the progress of the tree house. Except for the roofing and the deck it was just about finished. Supports and bracing looked okay for the rear supports and anchored to two trees on each front corner with lag screws. Structure looked well built and the contractor was finishing up insulating inside and installing wood panels on the interior walls. The floor was insulated and closed in underneath the floor joists. She will call when it is completed.


Time 0.6

